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MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THE EXECUTIVE BOARD  
HELD ON TUESDAY 9 JUNE 2015 

PRESENT:  
Anne Murdoch (AM) (Deputy Chairman)  Education Sector Director 
David Gillham (DG) Education Sector Director 
Keith Baker (KB) Local Authority Director  

(Berkshire Leaders’ Group) 
Nick Carter (NC) Local Authority Director  

(Berkshire Chief Executives’ Group)  
Katharine Horler (KH) Community Sector Director 
David Knowles-Leak (DKL) Private Sector Director 
Emma Gibson (EG) Private Sector Director 
John Weaver (JW) Private Sector Director 
Tim Smith (TS) CEO 
Peter Read (PR) Chairman Designate  
Rowena Robson (RR) BIS Relationship Manager 
Oliver Cripps Berkshire Local Nature Partnership 
STAFF:  
Abby Lacey (ASL) Office Manager 
APOLOGIES:  
Steve Lamb (SL) (Chairman) Private Sector Director 
 
1. Standing Items of Business 
 
1.1 The Deputy Chair welcomed everyone to the meeting and noted apologies. 
 
1.2 The minutes of the previous meeting were agreed as accurate.  
 
1.3 There were no changes to the company's statutory books. 
 
2. Superfast Berkshire 
 
 Having declared an interest, JW left the room for this item of business. 
 
2.1 NC summarised the report provided and fielded questions. He suggested that if the claw back 

generated by customer take-up continues to exceed expectations, this offers a potential 
source of investment into the district forecast to achieve less than the 95% target for Phase 2. 
It was agreed that once Phase 2 has been completed, an analysis will be needed of the 
remaining gaps in superfast provision across Thames Valley Berkshire, and EG urged a 
continued focus on the needs of small, rural businesses and isolated business parks.  

 
3. Growing Places Funds 
 
 Having declared an interest, TS left the room for this item of business. 
 
3.1 Oliver Cripps, Steering Group Chairman, Berkshire Local Nature Partnership (LNP) summarised 

the LNP’s application for Growing Places Revenue Funding. Oliver confirmed that this was 
intended to support a research and development project, to quantify the value of the natural 
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environment in Berkshire; he added that monies would be used to create a report as well as 
build relationships. 

 
3.2 Directors agreed that whilst they understood the added value a relationship with the LNP 

could bring to the LEP and indeed to the implementation of the SEP, the application was not 
deemed acceptable in that it needed more clarity on its economic impact as opposed to what 
appeared to be a request for core funding. 

 
4. Connecting Thames Valley Tech  
 
4.1 Directors discussed a paper by CTVT in follow-up to its presentation to the Forum on 22 May. 

They noted the impressive progress made by CTVT and reiterated their support for the 
concept. However, the paper did not present an alternative business model or business plan 
(or indeed evidence of outputs thus far or planned) and therefore did not warrant any further 
investment of public funds. The Board urged CTVT to explore collaboration with parties that 
might help in shaping a different business model. KH suggested that they explore other 
funding streams for tech-based companies, e.g. Nominet, and DKL highlighted the imperative 
for CTVT to operate as an exemplar SME whilst running an SME network. 

 
5. Further Education in Thames Valley Berkshire 
 
5.1 Directors noted the intention of East Berkshire College to conduct a Structure & Prospects 

Appraisal and the consultative role of the LEP in this process. 


